and Gandhiji was glad to meet old friends. He (Gandhiji)
had been saying that so far as his opinion on the com-
munal trouble was concerned, he had become a back
number, but he was glad to be able to say that such
was not the case with reference to his stand on the food
question. He had held the view that there should be no
food control nor cloth control, as long ago as when
Mr. Casey, the Governor of Bengal, and he had the
pleasure of having several interviews. At that time he
did not know whether he had any backing or not. But
during the recent controversy he was agreeably surprised
to discover that he had a very extensive backing from
members of the public, unknown and well-known. Among
the voluminous correspondence he had on the subject,
he could not recall a single writer who dissented from
him. He knew nothing about the view held by magnates
like Shri Ghanashyamdas Birla and Lala Shriram, nor
did he know that he was to have any support from the
Socialist circles except when Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
met him and expressed his whole-hearted approval of
the ground he had adopted. He had no hesitation in '
suggesting that in the circumstances that fcced the
country on the food question Dr. Rajendra Prasad should
be guided by one member or more from his committee
rather than by the permanent staff.
KHADI 7. MILL CLOTH
He then referred to the control on cloth. Though
in this matter he personally was, if possible, on surer
ground than in the matter of removal of food control,
nevertheless he was afraid that about cloth he had not
the backing that he had about food control. His sub-
mission was incredibly simple. The Congress had readily
supported the opinion he had held about khadi as an
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